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But I pass on to other evidence,Independent of what
has hitherto been adduced, and pointing witlf equal
force to the same conclusion.                     *

In the northern heavens it is not very easy to exhibit
Snj general law of arrangement associating the nebulae
and the fixed stars. For reasons which yet remain to
be detected, there are in fact many marked points of
difference between the whole character of the heavens
on the northern and on the southern side of the galactic
zone. But even in the northern heavens one peculi-
arity has been remarked, which is well worthy of
careful consideration. Sir William Herschel, while
prosecuting his series of researches among stars and
nebulae, was struck by the circumstance that, after
sweeping over a pdrt of the heavens which was un-
usually barren, he commonly met with nebulae; in-
somuch that it was his practice at such times to call
to his assistant (his sister, Miss Caroline Herschel) to
c prepare for nebulae.' This peculiarity was noticed
also by Sir John Herschel.                                    ^

Now what are we to understand by such a relation
as this ? Can we suppose that, owing to some strange
accident external galaxies have been placed always
opposite the barest regions of the sidereal system ? Or,
setting aside such a notion as obviously incredible, are
we to imagine thai;, when searching over those barren
regions, the astronomer has a better chance of detecting
nebulae than where stars are more richly strewn, be-
* cause the sky is less filled with glare ? We are forced
to dismiss this notion, that the barren regions of the